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Abstract

The narrative concerning the martyrdom of Lady Fatimah al-Zahra (sa) is
based on traditions that have been criticized by some scholars. One such
tradition, narrated from Imam al-Sadiq (as) in the book Kamil al-Ziyarat
during the tradition of the Prophet Muhammad’s (pbuh) Night of Ascension
(Mi’raj), has been examined in terms of its chain of transmission (isnad) and
content (matn) by Hafiz Asadram, a Sunni author, in his book. From his
perspective, the presence of two unknown (majhul) and extremist (ghali)
narrators, along with the absence of a robust reason for the tradition’s claim
regarding the precedence of the trial of the killer of Muhsin (as) over the
killers of the Prophets and Imam Hussain (as) on the Day of Judgment—
whereas the killers of the Prophets and Imam Hussain should have been
addressed first—indicates the extremist nature of this tradition.
Consequently, he deems this tradition unacceptable. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method and utilizing library-based research, this study examines
the criticisms presented in Asadram’s book. The findings indicate that the
two narrators, whom he identified as problematic, served merely as
transmitters of heritage due to general attestations (tawthigat), such as the
abundance of traditions from trustworthy figures (thigat) and the concept of
ajjilla’, as well as the central importance of the book Kamil al-Ziyarat.
Considering the status of Lady Zahra according to both Shia and Sunni
traditions, the presence of traditions in Sunni books regarding her grief after
the Prophet, her nocturnal burial, the mention of the miscarriage of Imam al-
Mubhsin in Sunni traditions, the existence of various stances on the Day of
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Judgment, the absence of conflicting traditions in this regard, and Asadram’s
failure to precisely define the “extremist content” or provide sufficient
evidence that the precedence of the trial of Imam al-Muhsin’s killer
constitutes “extremism” based on established criteria, the acceptance of this
tradition is justified.

Keywords: Ascension Night, Hazrat al-Zahra, Hazrat Mohsen, Hafiz Asdar.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines a tradition in Kamil al-Ziyarat concerning the injuries
inflicted upon Lady Fatimah al-Zahra’ (as) in response to the views of Hafiz
Asdaram, a Sunni researcher. In Hikayat Kasr Dil* al-Zahra’ wa Isqat
Janiniha fi Mizan al-Naqd al-‘Ilmi, he criticizes the traditions on her
martyrdom, claiming that their transmitters are unknown and their content is
exaggerated. Using a descriptive-analytical method and library sources, this
study evaluates the “Night of Mi‘raj” tradition from both isnad and textual
perspectives. It also examines the status of Ibn Qulawayh, the author of
Kamil al-Ziyarat, and the reliability of the tradition’s transmitters while
analyzing Asdaram’s objections. The aim is to assess the validity of his
claims and respond to the criticisms raised regarding this tradition. This
subject has not previously been investigated as an independent study.

Materials and Methods

This study employs a descriptive—analytical approach based on library
research to examine the “Night of Mi‘raj” tradition in Kamil al-Ziyarat by
Ibn Qulawayh, which Hafiz Asdaram critiques in Hikayat Kasr Dil* al-Zahra’
wa Isqat Janiniha fi Mizan al-Naqd al-‘Ilmi in terms of both its chain of
transmission and text. Among the traditions concerning the martyrdom of
Lady Fatimah al-Zahra’ (as), this report was selected because it is the main
focus of Asdaram’s criticism. According to the tradition, during the Night of
Mi ‘raj, the Prophet (pbuh) was informed of the events following his death,
including the oppression of Lady Fatimah, the usurpation of her rights, the
attack on her house, her pregnancy-related injuries, the miscarriage of
Muhsin, and her martyrdom. The tradition also mentions the judgment of the
killers of Muhsin ibn ‘Ali (as) and Qunfudh on the Day of Judgment.
Asdaram’s criticisms are evaluated through authoritative Shi‘i biographical
and hadith sources. The findings show that his objections mainly concern two
transmitters, ‘All ibn Muhammad ibn Salim and ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-
Rahman al-Asamm, while the first two transmitters, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd
Allah ibn Ja‘far al-Himyari and his father, are considered trustworthy.



10.22052/hadith.2025.256114.1546

Y+¥-1Yo 4 BAEXY-] L)L:'M“'.‘U 9 )LQr) gﬁ.'m.ggw b)w (RRDIAD JLMJ c@s).’b\g_..\b aollad 93 I:I \\44

Although al-Asamm has been criticized by some scholars, differing
evaluations of his reliability exist. Asdaram’s claims that the tradition is
exaggerated and fabricated, and his objection regarding the judgment of
Muhsin ibn ‘Alt’s killers, are also examined through narrative, historical, and
biographical evidence.

Results and Findings

The findings indicate that Hafiz Asdaram’s principal objections to the chain
of transmission of the “Night of Mi‘raj” tradition lack sufficient evidential
support. An examination of Shi‘i biographical sources shows that he
incompletely reported the views of certain scholars, particularly Namazi
Shahriidi. Although Namazi initially notes the absence of an explicit
biographical evaluation of ‘All ibn Muhammad ibn Salim, he subsequently
regards him as a reliable transmitter based on the transmission of his reports
by prominent scholars and other supporting evidence. Likewise, Asdaram’s
interpretation of Ayatollah al-Khii'T’s statement that ‘Alf ibn Muhammad ibn
Sulayman was unknown is inconsistent with al-Khti'1’s actual wording, as al-
Khii'T merely suggested the possibility that the names “‘Alf ibn Muhammad
ibn Salim” and “‘Al1 ibn Muhammad ibn Sulayman” referred to the same
individual, without describing him as unknown. An examination of the
transmission chains further indicates that these two names most likely refer to
separate transmitters, and the available evidence does not support their
identification as one person.

Regarding ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Asamm, although some
biographical scholars considered him weak, the extensive presence of his
traditions in early hadith collections, their use by leading traditionists, and the
implicit acceptance of some transmission chains containing his name
preclude accepting an absolute judgment of weakness. The findings also
suggest that, given the book-based transmission of hadith in the Shi‘i
tradition, together with the scholarly status of ‘Abd Allah ibn Ja‘far al-
HimyarT and Ibn Qulawayh’s reliance on his sources and teachers, objections
to certain intermediate transmitters do not decisively undermine the
tradition’s reliability.

The textual analysis further demonstrates that the claim that the tradition
reflects ghulat tendencies is inconsistent with the recognized characteristics
of ghuliw in Shi‘i biographical and theological literature, as the tradition
lacks the doctrinal features attributed to extremist groups. Moreover,
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numerous reports from both Shi‘i and Sunni sources concerning Lady
Fatimah’s (as) anger, the attack on her house, the miscarriage of Muhsin (as),
and her distinguished status support the main themes of the tradition. Finally,
Asdaram’s objection to the precedence of the trial of Muhsin’s killers on the
Day of Judgment is not a sufficient basis for rejecting the tradition, given the
plurality of the stages of the Hereafter and the absence of any contradictory
report. Accordingly, the combined chain-of-transmission, textual, and
historical evidence presents a serious challenge to Asdaram’s critical
assessment.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that Hafiz Asdaram’s criticisms of the
chain of transmission and text of the “Night of Mi‘raj” tradition lack
sufficient strength. Examination of Shi‘i Rijal sources shows that some of his
arguments are based on incomplete or debatable interpretations of earlier
scholars’ evaluations, and that the available evidence concerning transmitters
such as ‘Alf ibn Muhammad ibn Salim and ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman
al-Asamm was not fully considered. Furthermore, in light of the book-based
transmission of hadith and the scholarly status of Ibn Qtlawayh and his
teachers, the reliability of the tradition is reinforced. From a textual
perspective, the tradition does not exhibit the recognized characteristics of
ghuluw, and its principal themes are supported by historical and narrative
evidence found in both Shi‘i and Sunni sources. Therefore, the tradition
examined rests on an acceptable evidential foundation, and Asdaram’s
criticisms do not appear sufficient to reject it.
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